
 

If you have been following along with our daily Mass readings, St. Paul has been writing to the Galatian 

community regarding the conflict between the Gentile Christians and the Jewish Christians—and the conflict he 

himself was having with St. Peter.  (All of which was resolved with the Council of Jerusalem).  The challenges 

really are not all that different now than then—those who were Jewish Christians looked suspiciously upon 

those upstarts who didn’t have their traditions or cultural backgrounds—who didn’t follow the Law; those who 

were Gentile Christians looked at the Jewish Christians as being hidebound and stuck in empty man-made 

structures and rituals.  Sound familiar? 

 We often find ourselves with similar attitudes when it comes to the expression of our faith in liturgy.  

Liturgy, literally “the work of the people,” has sadly become a battle ground for validation of one’s own 

personal point of view or personal preferences.  Sometimes those who have a different perspective or 

expression are seen as not only different, but as foolish or even worse, as an enemy.  This is in direct opposition 

to the vision of Eucharist!  It’s very nature as thanksgiving is about thanksgiving for all humanity—not just 

those who see themselves as being “correct” or “righteous.”  The corrective for this attitude is always going to 

be found in humility—recognizing that God’s will begins with the acknowledgement that there is a God, and we 

are not Him. 

 I frequently begin the penitential rite with a reminder that in the Confiteor (“I confess, to Almighty God, 

and to you my brothers and sisters…”) we pray for each other, that we acknowledge our own weaknesses and 

sins, and we ask for the intercession of the saints and angels, but also for the intercession of one another for the 

mercy of God.  Perhaps it is especially important to remind ourselves of the wideness of God’s mercy, and the 

all-encompassing embrace of the arms of Jesus who invites us to receive of His very self—that, as the 

eucharistic prayer texts remind us, that “we might be more and more conformed to the image and likeness of 

Christ.” 

 With that attitude, seeking to be conformed to the image and likeness of Christ, there is no room for the 

kind of artificial separation we have created between ourselves.  It also challenges us to look at what we mean 

when we use the word ‘communion.’  To say that we are “in communion” with someone, with Christ, with the 

Church or with God is more than simply personally being in a state of grace—meaning we are not conscious of 

any grave sin which keeps us from the promise of salvation given to us in Christ.  Our personal state of grace is 

an avenue for being in communion—being so closely bound to Christ and in love of our neighbor that a 

corporate body is created.  It does not mean that there will not be differences of opinion, or even of belief, but it 

does mean that we will not allow those differences to separate us from one another or from that much larger 

vision of God’s Kingdom.  Many people would universalize that idea and say that this perspective just gives the 

green light to anyone who wants to receive Eucharist—that there is no need for any distinction, but that isn’t 

true either! 

 We believe very firmly in the distinctions that exist—that Christ is indeed, truly present, Body and 

Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Eucharist (Catechism #1374)—but that should be read in its entirety, and not 

just as a proof-text!  Eucharist is for Catholics, the truest way in which we can encounter the fulness of Christ’s 

reality.  It can never be for us merely symbolic, a mere sign or historic ritual.  Eucharist as that sublime and 

divine gift of God which unites us beyond and in spite of our differences.  We all find ourselves in different 

places on our journey of understanding and hope for the Kingdom—but there is no reason for condemning 

others or creating enemies because someone does not think, pray, act or behave as we think they ought!  

Eucharist unites us in hope for the realization of the Kingdom that is ‘already’ and ‘not yet’ at the same time.  It 

acknowledges that all people are created in the image and likeness of God, yet at the same time reminds us that 

we can learn from others’ perspectives and that our prayer is a prayer for all peoples. 


